Middletown High School

Booster Club Meeting Minutes

April 1, 2009


Introductions/Opening Remarks: President, Bob Sinagra, welcomed everyone to the meeting. He stated that scrimmages have been occurring for our spring sports. Hopefully, the spring will be just as successful as the winter for MHS sports teams. 

Those present were:   Kathi Wickham, Mike, Pitruzzello, Bob Sinagra, Sue Sinagra, Laura Gambino, Joe Gambino, Alice Fugger, Karen Mosca, Karen Bixby, Karen O’Leary, Cheryl Murdock, Laura Harwood, Tracey Stanley, Nan O’Brien, Eric Marszalek, Kathi Srubas, Kathi Linares, Susan Dunn, Tess D’Agenais, Dennis Guimares.  

Secretary’s Report: Kathi Wickham – A motion was made to accept the March ’09 minutes; it was seconded and the minutes were unanimously approved.  

Treasurer’s Report: Sue Sinagra - The treasurer’s report for March was distributed. Sue reminded Heads of to email the withdrawal form her or Bob if they need checks. Banquet expenses were nearly identical to last year: income-$813, expenses-$2512, total cost-$1699. There are 2 big track events coming up, which will make money through concession sales. A motion was made to accept the Treasurer’s report; it was seconded and the report was unanimously approved.  

Banquets & Awards: Bob Sinagra – The winter banquet was 3/20. Attendance was less than last year. Leftover food was donated to Amazing Grace. Serving lines worked well. Only issue was that many people left their trash on the tables. 

The funds for the Wilderman and Balsamo Athletic Awards come from the Banquet and Awards account (approx $5000). In the past we have not charged to attend the spring banquet, which is the largest banquet. There was discussion of charging a small fee per family. 

BANQUET SCHEDULE FOR 2008/2009

	Spring Banquet
	Friday, June 12 – 5:00

	       Alternate/snow date
	Sunday, June 14 – 5:00


Project Graduation: Formal Dress Fair was poorly attended. Only 5 dresses sold. There is a large selection left. The Coco Nuts Show was sold out ($20/ticket), and was a very successful evening.   

Friends of:
Baseball:  David Strohm- 
Boys Basketball:  Tracey Stanley –   We finished as NWC champions with a 19-4 record, loosing 4 games by a total of 11 points.  We had a heart-breaking loss to Pomperaug with a buzzer beater shot in the first round of state championships.  We are loosing 5 seniors, but continue to celebrate a great season!
Girls Basketball:  Victoria Wright-Mayo –

Fall Cheerleading:   –  

.

Winter Cheerleading:   Sharon Riley –  Our season went well. Even though we scored in the lower tier, our overall scores were better than last year. We had no penalties to drive our scores down. We had 

some good comments from other coaches who stated that this was the best they've seen in years! We had one All Conference and All State Cheerleader in Jessica Crampton. In the BEST Competition, we had two girls that placed in the individual competition; Lauren Petrucelli placed fourth and Jessica Crampton placed ninth out of 11 participants. In states we were 18th out of 21. Next year, our goal is to move up by improving on the difficulty of the routine.

Crew: Karen Bixby/Cheryl Murdock – A Pot Luck dinner with athletes and their parents was held on March 19th in the cafe. The annual Ergathon fundraiser will be held from Friday, April 3rd until Saturday April 4th.
Boys Cross Country:  Alice Fugger –    

Girls Cross Country: Susan Dunn –  
Dance Team:  Janice Spada / Karen O’Leary – On May 30, we have scheduled a car wash/bake sale at Jiffy Tune & Lube.

Football:  Eric Marszalek –   The Rhode Island-Connecticut team tryouts were held 3/29. Four players from MHS tried out. They should know by Fri. how they did. 
Frisbee:  Kathi Linares- The Ultimate Frisbee-Illianos Fundraiser we originally had scheduled for 3/24 was rescheduled for tomorrow night 3/31.
Golf:  Kathi Srubas –  The Golf team will be selling discounted tickets to the Travelers Tournament (6/22-6/28) for $20. The team will make 50% profit on ticket sales. Interested persons should contact Kathi Srubas: ksrubas@sbcglobal.net. 

Boys Soccer:  Dale Aldieri –   
Girls Soccer:  Tess Dagenais –   .
Softball:  Karen Mosca –  Indoor conditioning went well.  The season started with a Round Robin scrimmage with three area teams on Saturday 3/28.  The girls did well winning two and tying one.  The players were given the opportunity to try out several positions and the coach an opportunity to assess the team.  There is work needed on skills and learning to play positions.  The girls all have a positive attitude and are looking forward to the season.

Boys Swimming:  Pat Meskill –

Girls Swimming:  Heidi Foster-Cho –
Boys Tennis:   –  
Girls Tennis:  Brenda Michanczyk – 
Boys Indoor Track: Halina Adamiak–    

Girls Indoor Track: Mary Coady-
Boys Outdoor Track:  Corrine Sternberg – Boys Outdoor Track Practice begins March 23
Girls Outdoor Track:  Rene Grant  – 

Volleyball:  Linda Bartolotta/Laura Harwood –  March 28th Friends of Volleyball had their car wash at Computer Tube and Lube.  We raised $625 hopefully towards the cost of a camp this summer.  We started off slow but the afternoon picked up, as the sun came out and we had more helpers. Monday, April 6 we are scheduled for a Cold Stone fundraiser; we will receive 25% of the sales from 6-9pm. The captains of the team are taking care of advertising.

Wrestling:  Sheree Grigerek –   
Old Business:

Concessions: Bob Sinagra – 3/27 Rotary Middlesex County Basketball Tournament was poorly attended, though it is a great event, with high school athletes from all over the county. We ran the concessions, but made very little.  

Fraudulent Fundraising Company: Bob Sinagra – 

School Booster Company – This company has a “student” call businesses soliciting advertising space on school posters using the name of MHS Booster Club. MHS BC does not currently work with this company. Upon further research, Bob found the company to be fraudulent in nature. Bob sent a letter to the CT Attorney General, which he distributed at the meeting. Information about this company will also be posted on our website, and the Middlesex Chamber of Commerce will be asked to alert all area businesses about this company.

New Business:

Committees: We will need to form 2 committees to determine recipients of the Balsamo Award and the Wilderman Award. Nominees are recommended by the coaches. 


Balsamo Award: awarded at Senior Assembly – we have tried to award four $500 scholarships. 
Executive Committee usually comprises the Balsamo Committee.


Wilderman Award: two $1500 awards, one to a boy and one to a girl. The recipients are      

             recognized at Senior Assembly, but money is awarded after completion of their first semester of 

             post-high school education. Eric M. said he would solicit nominations from the coaches. We will 
need at least 3 people to serve on this committee.

Athletic Director’s Update:  Mike Pitruzzello – 

The Cross Country Coach has stepped down.

The Girls Volleyball Coach will be selected very soon.

Phase I – The outdoor complex will have grass only; no dugouts, bathrooms, locker rooms, or stands. The playing field should be ready for the 2010 season. A parent who is a mason has offered to help build the concession building. It will have the same layout as the Little League concession building at Romiagielli Field.

Phase II – Concession building must have indoor appliances to code. The goal is to finish the concession/bathroom building first. There will be no locker rooms yet. 

CIAC has asked about hosting the soccer championship and a state football game @ MHS. 

There have also been discussions of having a UConn game here as a fundraiser. 

Several parents brought up concerns regarding the balance of school sports with other school activities such as band. Specific concerns should be addressed to Mike in writing or email.

Next year Middletown sports will participate in the Central Connecticut Conference (CCC), due to membership drop in the current conference (Northwest Conference).

Mike suggested all parents stay informed through Board of Education meetings, etc. The next BOE meeting is 4/24. The budget will be out soon.

Election of Officers: Bob Sinagra

The June meeting (last of the year) is when officers for the next year are elected. Interested persons should notify Bob by the May meeting. All positions are open. The June meeting is the same night of Music Awards. We will tentatively change it to 6/10. 

Next Meeting:  The next meeting will be Wednesday, May 6, 2009 @ 7:00pm.  

A motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting. It was unanimously approved.  

Respectfully Submitted,

Kathi Wickham, Secretary
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