Middletown High School Booster Club Meeting Minutes

June 10, 2009


Introductions/Opening Remarks: President, Bob Sinagra, welcomed everyone to the last meeting of this school year. It has been a very productive year.

Concessions in the new building had a great opening season and hopefully the outside concession building will be ready for our 9/17 opening football game. We can expect 3 times the customers this year. We are joining the CCC, with opponents who travel and will expect to eat, plus night games draw more spectators. There is a scrimmage with Stamford 9/10 or 9/11 – the Booster Club will be asked to help feed the teams. 

Bob’s hopeful forecasting in March that MHS Spring sports would be as successful as Winter Sports proved true. 


Boys’ Tennis qualified for States.


Softball started the season 1-7, but went on to qualify for States.


Ultimate Frisbee won back-to-back New England Championships.


Outdoor Track was conference team co-Champion, with several individual champions.


Crew: Boys’ Varsity won 3rd in CT and 12th in New England; highest documented finish since 
1997.


Baseball had a 12-8 record, the most wins in 23 seasons, qualifying for States.

Those present were:  Kathi Wickham, Bob Sinagra, Sue Sinagra, Kim Shepard, Donna Marino, Laura Gambino, Trevor Charles, Liz Mancini, Pat Meskill, Rene’ Grant, Kathi Linares, Halina Adamiak, Susan Dunn, Pat Dreaher, Cheryl Murdock, Brenda Michanczyk, Kathi Srubas, Karen Mosca, Karen O’Leary, Janice Spada, Tess Dagenais, Eric Marszalek, David Strohm, Dennis Guimares, Sharon Riley. 

Secretary’s Report: Kathi Wickham – One correction to the May ’09 minutes: under Athletic Director’s Update, the outdoor concession is set but the inside needs work. A motion was made to accept the May ’09 minutes as corrected; it was seconded and the minutes were unanimously approved.  

Treasurer’s Report: Sue Sinagra - The treasurer’s report for May was distributed. A motion was made to accept the Treasurer’s report; it was seconded and the report was unanimously approved.  

Banquets & Awards: Donna Marino – 

Banquet: The spring banquet is 6/12. The menu will be grinders and cold salads. We are charging $3/person for parents and guests; athletes will be free. Dinner will be 5-6, followed by presentations. We are expecting about 400 athletes.  

Awards: The Wilderman and Balsamo Awards were presented at Senior Awards Night by Bob Sinagra, who also presented watches, engraved by Malloves, to CIAC Scholar Athletes Claire Dunn and Kevin Sinagra. The Wilderman Awards went to Jessica Pandolfe and Steven Benevides. The Balsamo Awards went to 10 athletes: Bonnie Srubas, Dania Gomez, Rodney Jackson, Taylor Bartolotta, Jessica Pandolfe, Teresa Wichowski, Matt Murdock, Jessica Crampton, Chris Weiler, and Whitney Holden.

There was discussion about whom these awards were named after, as well as reviewing the criteria. Who determines financial need? Coaches should be asked to respond with “none eligible” if there are none, so that all respond. 
Friends of:
Baseball:  David Strohm- The baseball team finished the regular season 12-8, becoming the first MHS baseball team to qualify for the state tournament in 14 years.  In the tournament, the team won their first round game against Crosby of Waterbury, before losing in the second round to a very good Hand team.  All six seniors Brendan Behm, Brett Aletta, Bryant Phillips, Kevin Sinagra, Bobby Dorflinger, and Nick Neumann had terrific years, and have given Coach Serra a good foundation to build on for the next few years.
Boys Basketball:  Tracey Stanley –   
Girls Basketball:  Victoria Wright-Mayo –

Cheerleading: Sharon Riley –  

Crew: Karen Bixby/Cheryl Murdock – The novice team had a challenging season due to limited time on the water. The numbers are strong (good for next year) and they ended the season well with good showings at the Emerson Regatta. The girl’s varsity had a 4-12 record, and came in 8th in the state championships.  They struggled early in the season but really improved by the end and felt strongly about their performance at states.  The JV had a record of 7-8 and also finished 8th in the state. The boys JV had a strong season with a record of 6-8.  There is much promise in this group as we look to next year.  
The boy’s varsity had an awesome and very successful season.  They were undefeated at home with a record of 9-0.  Their head to head racing record is 9-1.  Including tournament results they end the season at 12-4.  A 3rd place finish at the state championships earned them a bronze medal, and qualified them for the New England Regional Championships where they earned a 15 seed in an extremely tough field.  They qualified for the petite finals by beating, for one, arch rivals Farmington High School, and ended the day of racing with a 12th place finish - the best finish for MHS in recorded history on-line - since 1997. 

Boys Cross Country:  Alice Fugger –    

Girls Cross Country: Susan Dunn –  
Dance Team:  Janice Spada / Karen O’Leary – 

Football:  Eric Marszalek –   Thanks to the booster club for their generous donation to sponsor Wesley Ruimerman in this year's CT/RI all-star game...
Frisbee:  Kathi Linares- The Ultimate Frisbee team participated in the New England States Championship on 5/31.  They played 3 great games and came out undefeated (15-2, 15-4, and 15-4).  They went on to play the Championship game beating CT’s Ridgefield High 15-2. The MHS Firestarters are New England States Champions for the 2nd year running.  They end their season 30-1 and are ranked 7th in the country.  
 Golf:  Kathi Srubas –  Middletown High School Golf Team 2009 Fundraiser: Travelers Championship TPC River HIghlands-Cromwell, CT Monday through Sunday June 22-28, 2009. Coach Guimares was disappointed that no MHS Athletes showed up for the Blue Dragon Golf Tournament. They made $900. Next year the Blue Dragon Open is scheduled for 6/5; fee will be $60.  

Boys Soccer:  Dale Aldieri –   
Girls Soccer:  Tess Dagenais –   The Girls Soccer Team is sponsoring a car wash on June 6th at Ace Home Center on South Main Street from 9-2:00. We are currently working on scheduling captain's practices over the summer and organizing the Summer Soccer League.
Softball:  Karen Mosca –  
Boys Swimming:  Pat Meskill – No report

Girls Swimming:  Heidi Foster-Cho –
Boys Tennis:   Laura Gambino –  After a slow start, the team worked hard and improved a great deal over the course of the season.  They finished with an 8-8 record and qualified for the State Class L Tournament for the first time in many years!!!  Both Tejas Oza and Alex Horn made it to the second round of the tournament as well!  Congratulations to both the team and Coach Bialek on a great season!  They are already looking forward to an even better season next year.

Girls Tennis:  Brenda Michanczyk –
Boys Indoor Track: Halina Adamiak –    

Girls Indoor Track: Mary Coady-
Boys Outdoor Track:  Corrine Sternberg –  Boys Outdoor Track: 6-2 record, 2nd at the Conference meet, 9 All Conference athletes. At the States, four athletes placed in the top eight.  Victor Ekpenyong and James White tied for 8th in the 200, Kalen Hill tied for 8th in the high jump and Alfonso Torres placed 3rd in the triple jump.  Torres will be moving on to compete in the State Open on Monday.
Girls Outdoor Track:  Rene Grant– 

Volleyball:  Linda Bartolotta/Laura Harwood –  

Wrestling:  Sheree Grigerek –   
Old Business:

WWMS Track Meet 5/27:  Concessions made just under $800. There was discussion over the few assigned volunteers who actually showed up to work. As already discussed, we will have huge numbers of customers next year. The volunteers have to be there. If we have to hire someone to run concessions, we will give up a large amount of the profits. We will put together a “Heads of” packet with job duties and procedures, so everything is clearly outlined and defined. 

Stadium Concessions: No longer just 4 walls. Mike Pitruzzello has obtained a metal fire wall, hood, fire suppression system, microwave, and he’s working with Aetna to get coolers and other appliances. These items will cost us nothing. 

New Business:

Scheduling Conflict: Someone thought there were 2 carwashes scheduled at ACE on the same day. There was a mix-up at ACE.


Procedure – to schedule an event, contact Robin in the Athletic Dept. (Kim has been 
consolidating calendars but some activity groups don’t always email her.) Bob will clarify/confirm 
this procedure with Mike.

Ultimate Frisbee: Won back-to-back New England Championships. Last year the Booster Club purchased sweatshirts for the team. This year the players were interested in shorts. Motion to purchase team shorts @ approx. $25 each was made and seconded. Vote: unanimous approval. 

Tee for Brandon Reeve Golf Tournament: We have been asked to sponsor a tee for $150 (last year was $200). Motion to sponsor a tee for $150 was made and seconded. Vote: unanimous approval.

Dugout Committee: Bob reported that Mike P. has acquired funds for plumbing, fencing, etc. for the baseball fields; however the actual dugouts need to be built. Bob discussed a Dugout Committee whose members would explore the acquisition of materials, vendors, and companies. 

Coach-Expenses: What are the procedures for coaches to procure funding/reimbursement for team-related items from the Booster Club? The coach should approach the Heads of prior to making the purchases. Most items would probably not be denied. Shirts have, until this year due to budget cuts, been provided to coaches by the Athletic Dept. 

Selling T-Shirts:  The Cheerleaders have always had exclusive rights to sell t-shirts at sporting events. Coach Riley suggested giving up that exclusivity, so that specific sporting groups could sell t-shirts at events for their sport. 

Summer Carwashes: If your group plans to hold a carwash over the summer, contact the Treasurer for funds. 

Election of Officers:

Candidates for President: Bob Sinagra.


Motion made and seconded nominating Bob Sinagra for President. Vote: unanimous approval.

Candidates for Vice-President: no candidates, no nominations; this position remains open

Candidates for Secretary: Kathi Wickham


Motion made and seconded nominating Kathi Wickham for Secretary. Vote unanimous approval.

Candidates for Treasurer: Sue Sinagra


Motion made and seconded nominating Sue Sinagra for Treasurer. Vote unanimous approval.

Candidates for Banquets and Awards Chairperson: Donna Marino


Motion made and seconded nominating Donna Marino for Banquets and Awards Chairperson. 
Vote: unanimous approval.

Candidates for Concessions Director: Laura and Joe Gambino


Motion made and seconded nominating Laura and Joe Gambino for Concessions Directors. Vote: 
unanimous approval.

Concessions Committee: We would like to put together a Concessions Committee to work together on scheduling volunteers and stocking supplies. We have the potential to be very successful with all our new facilities. Once we see what the profits are, groups may be able to receive money if they work as scheduled. This year it won’t just be football, but will include night soccer games. Contact Bob Sinagra if you’re interested on being on this committee.

Scrips: Tess Dagenais reported there is another order going out 6/15. She will have forms at the banquet. 

Kasasa Account: This type of bank account is available at Seasons FCU – has higher interest rate and other benefits; however, there must be a certain number of debit transactions. Sue had looked into it for the BC, but we do not make that many transactions. 

Until next year… 

Bob thanked everyone for a great ’08-’09 year. Best wishes to those moving on; looking forward to a fine ’09-’10.  David Strohm expressed thanks to the Executive Committee. The next meeting is Wed. 9/2/09.   

Respectfully Submitted,

Kathi Wickham, Secretary
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