Middletown High School

Booster Club Meeting Minutes

March 11, 2009


Introductions/Opening Remarks: President, Bob Sinagra, welcomed everyone to the meeting. Mike Pitruzello was unable to attend, as Middletown is hosting 2 Girls Basketball semi-final games tonight. The winners will play the championship game at Mohegan Sun. Treasurer, Sue Sinagra was working the concession stand. Bob stated we made as much in 2 hours tonight as we did in 4 hours at the Diving Championships. Bob noted that 3 Conference Championship plaques will be distributed at the upcoming sports banquet: Swim Team, Girls Indoor Track, and Boys Basketball Team. Other team successes include: Girls Basketball team qualified for states. Boys Indoor Track had a great performance at the championships. The Wrestling team won the Northwest Conference tournament, beating Berlin in their own gym. There were 5 individual conference championships. In the State Open, Middletown was the highest Class L finisher. The Boys Basketball season unfortunately ended last night; we had a great cheering section this year. Boys Swimming won all 3 relays at conference championships. Cheerleading championship competition is this weekend. The Dance Team came in 5th in Small Hip Hop Group division. 

Those present were:   Kathi Wickham, Bob Sinagra, Jim Condon, Donna Marino, Kim Shepard, Sheree Grigerek, Cheryl Murdock, Karen Bixby, Laura Harwood, Karen Mosca, , Alice Fugger, Pat Meskill, Halina Adamiak, Dawn Quintiliano, Kathleen Srubas, Brenda Michanczyk, Mary Coady, Tess D’Agenais, Janice Spada.  

Secretary’s Report: Kathi Wickham – A motion was made to accept the February ’09 minutes; it was seconded and the minutes were unanimously approved.  

Treasurer’s Report: Bob Sinagra - The treasurer’s report for February was distributed. The Balsamo Award has reached $1965.51. In the past we have been able to award four $500 scholarships. A motion was made to accept the Treasurer’s report; it was seconded and the report was unanimously approved.  

Committees: We will need to form 2 committees to determine recipients of the Balsamo Award and the Wilderman Award. In the past, we have relied on coaches to recommend candidates. 


Balsamo Award: awarded at Senior Assembly – we have tried to award four $500 scholarships.


Wilderman Award: two $1500 awards, one to a boy and one to a girl. The recipients are      

             recognized at Senior Assembly, but money is awarded after completion of their first semester of 

             post-high school education. 

Banquets & Awards: Donna Marino – The next banquet is 3/20. Donna will be late, but she has a list of tasks and the layout. The plan is for 400 people. There was discussion of various layouts/serving lines to reduce bottlenecks. Neither Bob nor Jim will be able to attend. Bob will give Mike a statement about the booster club for him to present. Donna is looking for someone to assist her this year and co-chair next year, toward taking over when Donna’s children have all graduated.  

BANQUET SCHEDULE FOR 2008/2009

	Winter Banquet
	Friday, March 20 – 6:00

	       Alternate/snow date
	Sunday, March 22 – 5:00

	Spring Banquet
	Friday, June 12 – 5:00

	       Alternate/snow date
	Sunday, June 14 – 5:00


Winter Concessions: Bob Sinagra – Last year we had 21 home basketball games (boys and girls). This year we had 20 home games. Concession income was higher by 3.2% with one fewer game. Mozzarella sticks and Airheads were key items. Pretzels were not a big seller. Bob thanked all who had worked concessions. Bob was acknowledged and thanked for being at every event and making things a big success.

Upcoming events include Track Invitationals for MHS and WWMS. 

Friends of:
Baseball:  David Strohm 
Boys Basketball:  Tracey Stanley –   
Girls Basketball:  Victoria Wright-Mayo – The girls’ basketball team qualified for the state tournament for the first time in 4 years.  The highlights of the season include beating long-time rivals Rocky Hill, Plainville, and Cromwell as well making the conference tournament.  The team had 4 seniors, Taylor Nkonoki, Tanaja Green, Ariel Levy, and Ashley Hickey leading the way while also receiving top performances from a strong junior and sophomore class.  This season’s team also participated in the prestigious Wilbur Cross Jamboree that included 3 of the top 10 teams in the state. We hope to continue to attend this event in future years.  
Fall Cheerleading:   –  

.

Winter Cheerleading:   –  We will be competing at the Best Competition on March 7th and Stated March 13th. We will continue to cheer in the post season for both girls and boys basketball programs. We have an Allstate cheerleader in Jessica Crampton are we will be looking for ways to support her financially as she will need $200.00 to participate in the program.

Crew: Karen Bixby/Cheryl Murdock – There were 70 kids that attended the informational meeting for Crew.  We will be having a Pot Luck dinner for athletes and their parents on March 19th in the cafe. The annual ergathon fundraiser will be held from Friday, April 3rd until Saturday April 4th.
With some of our earnings, we recently purchased new oars.

Boys Cross Country:  Alice Fugger –    

Girls Cross Country: Susan Dunn –  
Dance Team:  Janice Spada / Karen O’Leary –  The Dance Team came in 2nd place on January 31st at Woodland High School in Beacon Falls, CT.  On February 7th at Torrington High School , our Dance Team placed First.  On February 24, The Dance Team celebrated Senior night at 6:30 p.m. before the boys basketball game. On February 28 they will compete in States at Branford High School.  A competition is scheduled for March 7th at East Haven High School and a competition on March 21st.  On March 9th we have scheduled a fundraiser at Illiano’s.  Vinnie will donate 10% of the that days profits to the Dance Team.  On May 30, we have scheduled a car wash/bake sale at Jiffy Tune & Lube.

Football:  Eric Marszalek –   Nothing to report

Frisbee:  Kathi Linares –     Tryouts will be held during the first week of the Spring season.  So far, 43 kids have signed up to play.  Games & practices will be at Moody School this year, and we are hoping we will get one of the fields lined up for practices & games.  We have a full schedule including going to the Eastern United States High School Championship tournament in Lebanon , OH . The team will hold its third Illianos-Frisbee fundraiser on Tuesday, March 24th. This will be at the South Main St. location, all day, dine-in and carry out.
Golf:  Kathi Srubas –   

Boys Soccer:  Dale Aldieri –   
Girls Soccer:  Tess Dagenais –   .
Softball:  Karen Mosca –  

Boys Swimming:  Pat Meskill – The boys swim team returned from a successful training trip to Florida. They enjoyed good weather and worked very hard. The team will be honoring their seniors at a breakfast on March 6 and will be competing at  Conference championships on March 5th for Diving at our home pool and March 7th for swimming at Plainville. We then look forward to performing well at States on March 17 & 18.

Girls Swimming:  Heidi Foster-Cho –
Boys Tennis:   –  
Girls Tennis:  Brenda Michanczyk – No update for Girls Tennis.
Boys Indoor Track & Girls Indoor Track: Halina Adamiak/Mary Coady –    The Indoor Track team competed at the State Class L Championships on the first Saturday of vacation. Several Blue Dragons placed in events, including Reba Stanley in the long jump (5th), Jackie Coady, Christina Harvey, Leyna Donaldson and Stanley in the 4x200 (6th), James White in the 300 (5th) and the 55 dash (4th), Isaac Flores-Huerta in the 600 (6th), Alfonso Torres in the 55 hurdles (6th) and the 4x200 team of Torres, White, Robert Fasciani and Jason Woods who finished 3rd. Torres, White and Flores-Huerta also earned a spot in the State Open meet with their performances and Flores-Huerta led the trio with a 9th place finish in the 600. He also broke the school record in the event. Congratulations to all the athletes for a successful indoor season.

Boys Outdoor Track:  Corrine Sternberg –  

Girls Outdoor Track:  Rene Grant  – There isn't anything to report at this time.    

Volleyball:  Linda Bartolotta/Laura Harwood –  The Volleyball Team is having a carwash 3/28 @ Computer Tune & Lube. On 4/6 Cold Stone Creamery will donate a percentage of sales to the Volleyball Team. 

Wrestling:  Sheree Grigerek –   
Old Business:

Concessions: Bob Sinagra – Both the WWMS Wrestling Invitational and the Basketball event (John Geary) went well. They used the concession stand but did not sell out of it. 

3/27 Rotary is hosting their Middlesex County Basketball Tournament. We will run concessions. Game times are 5:30 and 7:00. Bob will ask for volunteers. 

Spirit Night: Donna Marino - Was held during February vacation, and attendance was down from previous years. 

Scrip: Tess D’Agenais – We will probably conduct another round of card sales in April/May.

New Business:

Concession Stand: Bob Sinagra – MHS is hosting Basketball quarter final games tonight. Sue is running the concession stand

Project Graduation: Formal dress fair flyer was distributed. 3/21 is the Coco Nut Show ($20/ticket). Proceeds will benefit Project Graduation. 

Fundraising Companies: Bob Sinagra – Bob has received information from several companies who do fundraising.


Funding & Development – they coordinate a basketball game with a comedy basketball team.  
They promise $7000 or 25% of gross receipts, whichever is larger. They claim we don’t have to 
do anything, and they sent references. There was discussion about a similar event that was held 
at Snow School – it was a lot more work than advertised.


School Booster Company – Bob received a call from Gina at Clark’s Heating. Clark’s received 
paperwork from a company they thought was MHS Booster Club, and she had some questions. 
This company has a “student” call businesses soliciting advertising space on school posters. Bob 
assured Gina that MHS Booster Club was not working with such a company. Upon further 
research, Bob found the company to be fraudulent in nature. He will contact the State Attorney 
General. 

Field banners: Can we hang advertising banners around our new fields? We need to check school district policy.

Meet the Coaches Night: 3/24

MHS Partnership Group: 3/12 in the MHS library

Next Meeting:  The next meeting will be Wednesday, April 1, 2009 @ 7:00pm.  

A motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting. It was unanimously approved.  

Respectfully Submitted,

Kathi Wickham, Secretary
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