Middletown High School

Booster Club Meeting Minutes

May 6, 2009


Introductions/Opening Remarks: President, Bob Sinagra, welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Those present were:   Kathi Wickham, Bob Sinagra, Sue Sinagra, Kim Shepard, Donna Marino, Laura Gambino, Joe Gambino, Mike Pitruzzello,  Eric Marszalek, David Strohm, Rene’ Grant, Alice Fugger, Karen Mosca, Susan Dunn, Kathi Srubas, Dennis Guimares, Linda Bartolotta, Cheryl Murdock, Laura Harwood, Brenda Michanczyk, Mary Coady, Halina Adamiak, Kathi Linares, Karen O’Leary.  

Athletic Director’s Update:  Mike Pitruzzello – 

1. All emergency procedures were followed during the recent events at Wesleyan where a student was killed. There was communication with all local schools regarding bus, car, and walking routes home. There was communication with schools visiting for athletic events. All procedures were followed to ensure everyone’s safety. 

2. Mike opened a discussion about the Booster Club giving awards to the top CIAC Scholar Athletes, male and female. He suggested awarding a MHS watch. For a logo watch, we would need to purchase 6 of each, to be worth setting the logo. One men’s and one women’s watch could be purchased and engraved. Malloves’ could handle either purchase. There was a discussion of whether to buy 12 watches, 2 watches, or something else to be presented by the booster club at Senior Night. 


Motion made to purchase 2 watches from Malloves’ to honor CIAC Scholar Athletes. This motion 
was seconded. Amendment to the motion was made to spend no more than $150 per watch. This 
amendment was seconded. In Favor: 21, Opposed 0, Abstained 0. 

3. If the outdoor concession stand is functional for the fall season, we have 4 home football games, 3 at night. Homecoming is Columbus Day weekend. There are 6 home girls’ soccer games and 6 home boys’ soccer games (JV 5:30, V 7:00). Mike encouraged the Booster Club to rally our volunteers, as the potential for concession income is huge. If the stands are full there could be 2000-3000 people at each game. 

      While the inside is all set, the project plans have nothing for the outside of the building. A committee 

      will be formed (to include some Booster Club members) to determine the needs and costs that we             

      may incur. Aetna will donate many items – Mike has information on appliances, tables, etc. We will all 

      need to work.

      Bob stated that we are such a strong group who can do things to benefit all sports, and we 

      are asked to do even more because of our strong organization. We may need to examine the    

      concession assignment system to be able to effectively cover these events. There was discussion of 

      whether students can work in the concession stand. We need to watch for giving things to friends, 

      and you must be 16 to cook/grill. We should communicate/rally parents and volunteers at Coaches 

      Night. There was a question about dividing the money among the teams to help offset some costs – 

      let’s see what the amount of money is.

Secretary’s Report: Kathi Wickham – A motion was made to accept the April ’09 minutes; it was seconded and the minutes were unanimously approved.  

Treasurer’s Report: Sue Sinagra - The treasurer’s report for April was distributed. With the May interest, we should have enough to cover $2000 of Balsamo Awards. Money market interest is up; Sue continues to explore other types of accounts. A Sweep account is for individuals not groups. Sue displayed a collapsible cooler as a possible fundraiser. A motion was made to accept the Treasurer’s report; it was seconded and the report was unanimously approved.  

Banquets & Awards: Bob Sinagra – The spring banquet is 6/12. The menu will be grinders and cold salads. We are charging $3/person for parents and guests; athletes will be free. Dinner will be 5-6, followed by presentations. A question was raised about eating at 5, since some parents work until 5 and cannot get there. 
Friends of:
Baseball:  David Strohm- The Baseball Team is now 1 month into the season and it is looking favorably that they will reach their pre-season goal of qualifying for the state tournament.  The players have benefited from the extra workouts during the off season, which included weight training, winter league play, and workouts at the Strike Zone indoor facility.  The team is receiving solid performances from the seniors and juniors, and there have been a few sophomores that have contributed as well.

Boys Basketball:  Tracey Stanley –   
Girls Basketball:  Victoria Wright-Mayo –

Cheerleading: Sharon Riley –  

Crew: Karen Bixby/Cheryl Murdock – The season is off to a great start! We had a recent car wash and bake sale in Westfield. The kids were involved in a neighborhood cleanup there too. It was a great combination of fundraiser and community service. We raised $600.00. The ergathon raised $4700.00. MHS hosted the 2nd annual Novice Regatta recently. Our novice did great considering they had only been on the water 2 times. Our upcoming home races are 5/2 and 5/6 (against Xavier) and 5/9/09.

Boys Cross Country:  Alice Fugger –    

Girls Cross Country: Susan Dunn –  
Dance Team:  Janice Spada / Karen O’Leary – On May 30, we have scheduled a car wash/bake sale at Jiffy Tune & Lube. Pandora bracelet drawing on May 5.  Dance team will take part in the Memorial Day parade.

Football:  Eric Marszalek –   no report.
Frisbee:  Kathi Linares- The Frisbee Team hosted their Invitational on Saturday, April 25th.  8 other teams participated.  Middletown’s Varsity team came out undefeated.  The team will be attending the State Tournament on May 10th in lieu of Easterns.  They will be hosting another Illiano’s fundraiser on Monday, May 11th.
Golf:  Kathi Srubas – Girls Golf team is doing well.  Matches have been close but no wins. Two matches were played in pouring rain but the girls prevailed. This year we have 4 new freshman golfers so team will be strong next year with 2 returning players as well. Middletown High School Golf Team 2009 Fundraiser: Travelers Championship TPC River Highlands-Cromwell, CT Monday through Sunday June 22-28, 2009 Any One Day Ticket $20 each!!!!  If purchased on-line tickets are $27. If purchased at gate tickets are $32. Last day of Sales of tickets will be Friday June 6th. See members of Girls Golf team or contact Kathi Srubas at 301-8343 ksrubas@sbcglobal.net 

Boys Soccer:  Dale Aldieri –   
Girls Soccer:  Tess Dagenais –   .
Softball:  Karen Mosca –  
Boys Swimming:  Pat Meskill –

Girls Swimming:  Heidi Foster-Ch –
Boys Tennis:   Laura Gambino – Boys Tennis had a great turnout this year; there are nineteen boys on the team!  After a few tough losses, the team won their first match against conference rival Berlin earlier this week and are looking forward to more wins in the weeks ahead.

Girls Tennis:  Brenda Michanczyk – As of 4/27/09, we have only had two matches.  We lost both but we're seeing some good playing.  The team is very inexperienced.  This year's number one, two, and three singles all played number three doubles last year (in a rotation).  The girls are dedicated and are looking forward to improving as the season progresses.  We had a bake sale at Wal-Mart in Cromwell on Sat. 4/25/09 and made $590.00.  We're looking to do one more fundraiser (probably a car wash).  The girls will be ordering warm up suits this year. 

Boys Indoor Track: Halina Adamiak –    

Girls Indoor Track: Mary Coady-
Boys Outdoor Track:  Corrine Sternberg –  
Girls Outdoor Track:  Rene Grant– 

Volleyball:  Linda Bartolotta/Laura Harwood –  

Wrestling:  Sheree Grigerek –   
Old Business:

Concessions: Are we all set for concessions for the WWMS Track Invitational?

Fraudulent Fundraising Company: Bob Sinagra – 

School Booster Company – This company has a “student” call businesses soliciting advertising space on school posters using the name of MHS Booster Club. MHS BC does not currently work with this company. Upon further research, Bob found the company to be fraudulent in nature. Now Bob has learned that the company has been nasty with merchants, threatening collections.

Committees:

Balsamo Award: awarded at Senior Assembly – Executive Committee usually comprises the Balsamo Committee. Robin will have the recommendations by 5/8; needs a decision by 5/15.
Wilderman Award: two $1500 awards, one to a boy and one to a girl. The recipients are      

recognized at Senior Assembly. Eric M. has solicited nominations from the coaches. 3-5 BC members are needed. 
Election of Officers: Bob Sinagra – 

Officer candidates for the 2009-2010 season should email Bob Sinagra with their interest. Elections will occur at the June meeting. All positions are open. Jim Condon (VP) will not be returning. 

New Business:

Aetna Donations: Aetna is willing to donate and transport some really nice items that could benefit many.

CT-RI Football Team: Eric Marszalek – 

Wesley Ruimerman was selected to represent MHS at the CT/RI game on 6/27 @ 7 p.m. at Rensaelar Field. Players must solicit sponsor and ads to participate. A motion was made for the MHS Booster Club to pay $50 of the player sponsorship fee (an individual who wishes to remain anonymous has offered to pay the other half of this fee). The motion was seconded. All were in favor, with 1 abstention.

U.S.T.A. Tennis League: Brenda Michanczyk – 

This co-ed league is starting this summer with players from the town. MHS players will be involved. 

Next Meeting:  The next meeting will be Wednesday, June 10, 2009 @ 7:00pm.  

A motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting. It was unanimously approved.  

Respectfully Submitted,

Kathi Wickham, Secretary
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