Middletown High School

Booster Club Meeting Minutes

September 3, 2008


President, Bob Sinagra, welcomed everyone to the first booster club meeting of the 2008/2009 school year.  He hopes everyone enjoyed their summer.  Fall sports are getting underway.  Practices have started and some teams have had scrimmages.  The CT/RI football game that Richard Perry and Lorenzo Baker played in was an exciting game.  They got lots of playing time and it was a great evening especially since CT won the game.  A sign in sheet was passed around and Bob asked that any head of person note that next to their name so that we can get an updated list for the new year.  Bob also reminded everyone that only heads of get a vote and only head of should get a copy of the treasurers’ report.  If a head of can not make it to a meeting, another member of their group can vote in their place.  Introductions were made.

Those present were:   Bob Sinagra, Mike Pitruzzello, Deb Thody, Nan O’Brien, John Greco, Sue Sinagra,  Heidi Foster-Cho, Amy Harvey, Lisa Scuerholz-Winters, Karen O’Leary, Dale Aldieri, Linda Small, Jay Nkonoki, Tracey Stanley, Rene Grant, Karen Mosca, Alice Fugger, Victoria Wright-Mayo, Janice Spada, Donna Marino, Kim Shepard, Norma Wright, Jim Condon, Tess Dagenais,  Laura Gambino, Trevor Charles, Pat Meskill, Sharon Riley and Dawn Quintiliano.

Secretary’s Report: Deb Thody – There were no additions or changes made to the June minutes. A motion was made to accept the secretary’s report, it was seconded and it was unanimously approved.  Forms were passed out to each head of a Friends of group.  The purpose of these forms is to list the members of your friends of group and to indicate who the head of the group is and also to indicate what your fundraisers for the year will be.  Depending on the type of fundraiser you choose, it may or may need executive committee approval.  These forms need to be turned into the secretary as soon as each group has this information available.  It is important that we have this on record because this will determine who can deposit and withdraw funds from your friends of account.  

Treasurer’s Report: Sue Sinagra - The treasurer’s report for July and August were passed out.  Sue asked that everyone review the reports and make sure they agree with their balances.  If anyone has any questions, contact Sue.  No changes were requested.   A motion was made to accept the secretary’s report, it was seconded and it was unanimously approved.  There is currently no safe for the booster clubs money, Mike is in the process of trying to arrange for night deposits.  For the first football game, The friends of group that is working the game will need to pick up the start up money the day before the game from Mike.  Mike will take the money for the first game.  He is trying to get deposit bags with keys, we will have 2 bags, one for the deposit and one for the start up money.  We will work out the rest of the details of the money situation as we closer to the game.    

Banquets & Awards: Donna Marino – The spring sports banquet went extremely well.  The menu change was well received.  The banquet was an overall success and we received many positive compliments on it.  Trevor took this opportunity to thank the booster club on behalf of the Frisbee team.  They received their sweatshirts over the summer, they came out really nice and the kids love them.

Bob will be purchasing a gas grill for use at the hut.  We will be cooking hamburgers and cheeseburgers.  

BANQUET SCHEDULE FOR 2008/2009

	Fall Banquet
	Friday, December 5 – 6:00

	       Alternate/snow date
	Sunday, December 7 – 5:00

	Winter Banquet
	Friday, March 20 – 6:00

	       Alternate/snow date
	Sunday, March 22 – 5:00

	Spring Banquet
	Friday, June 12 – 5:00

	       Alternate/snow date
	Sunday, June 14 – 5:00


Fall Concessions – Take note of the dates and try to get your volunteers lined up early.  Please be sure to have at least 4 volunteers per team for the entire game.

	Date
	Event
	Assigned Team

	September 13
	Football Game
	Frisbee

Golf

	September 20
	Football Game
	Softball

Boys Indoor Track

	October 11
	Football Game
	Girls Indoor Track

Boys Outdoor Track

	October 25
	Football Game

(Homecoming)
	Girls Outdoor Track

Volleyball

	November 15
	Football Game
	Wrestling

Baseball


Thanksgiving Day game will be November 27.

The Dragon Duals all day Wrestling event is scheduled for Saturday, January 17.

Friends of:

Baseball– no report

Boys Basketball:  Tracey Stanley – Boys basketball would like to sell seat cushions with the “M” and the Dragon on them for $10 each.  Kim and Tess commented that band tried selling them a while ago for $5 and had trouble selling them.  Tracey feels she can’t sell them for less than $10 and is going to give it a try.  
Girls Basketball:  Victoria Wright-Mayo – no report

Fall Cheerleading:  Donnah Gagnon Smith – no report

Winter Cheerleading:  Donnah Gagnon Smith – no report

Crew:  – no report

Boys Cross Country:  Alice Fugger – no report 

Girls Cross Country:  – no report
Dance Team:  Janice Spade / Karen O’Leary – no report

Football:  Eric Marszalek – no report

Frisbee:  – Pat Meskill - no report

Golf:  – no report

Boys Soccer:  Dale Aldieri – no report
Girls Soccer:  Tess Dagenais – no report 
Softball:  Karen Mosca– no report

Boys Swimming:  Pat Meskill – no report
Girls Swimming:  Heidi Foster-Cho – no report

Girls Tennis: Brenda Michanczyk – no report
Boys Tennis: Norma Wright – no report

Boys Indoor Track:– no report

Girls Indoor Track:  – no report

Boys Outdoor Track:  - no report
Girls Outdoor Track:  – no report

Volleyball:  Jeanene Bagenski / Linda Bartolotta – no report
Wrestling:  Dawn Quintaliano – no report

If a group has something to report, each heads of should submit a 3-4 sentence report each month to the secretary.  An e-mail reminder will go out and will include a date to submit your report by.  A friends of report will be e-mailed a few days before the next meeting so that the group will have the reports before the meeting.  

Old Business:

The Booster Club is still in need of someone to take over the Secretary position.  Please contact Bob Sinagra, Mike Pitruzzello or Deb Thody.

Along with the minutes, Deb will send out a copy of the by-laws, deposit and withdrawal forms, the list of existing fundraisers by group and the events calendar that is kept by Kim Shepard.

If anyone has any events that need to be added to the calendar, please contact Kim Shepard at kim.shepard@snet.net
Spirit Shirts – Pat Meskill suggested that we pre-purchase some of our navy polo spirit shirts to have available to sell at the football games.  The shirts sell for $20 and the feeling is that people will be more likely to buy them on the spot rather than have to place an order and receive them at a later time.  Perhaps we could advertise this in the principals newsletter.  A motion was made to purchase 20 navy polo spirit shirts, it was seconded and approved.  Pat will order 20 shirts, 5 medium, 10 large and 5 x-large.  

Bob thanked everyone who came to the June booster club meeting and then also attended the Board of Ed meeting that followed.  He is also very impressed at how quickly his e-mail got circulated with the information regarding the board of ed meeting and the possible cuts.  

Booster Club made a contribution to the Hal Levy evening and the event was a success.  Hal passed away shortly after the event.  

Scripts – The scripts committee met a couple of times over the summer.  This is a program that will allow us to sell gift cards at face value and keep a % for the booster club.  Hundreds of nationwide companies participate so there are many to buy from.  The committee put an order form together of what seemed like what would be the most popular leaving blanks for any additional selections made from the web site.  Tess would like to get the order forms out to all the sports teams and plan to collect all the forms by November 7.  Once the order is placed, the turn around time is 3-4 days.  They are hoping to be able to buy some card in advance and have them in stock for on the spot sales.  They will be accepting cash or personal checks for payment.  Tess will pass them out at sports night, 9/4.  

New Business:

Blue Dragon Cross Country Invitational – On September 12, we are hosting this event and need to make some preparations for this.  Mike brought this to the attention of the cross country heads of.  They will follow up at the Meet the Coaches night that is scheduled for Thursday, September 4.

Middletown Partnership is a school/family/community organization that supports student achievement with the help of parents, students, administration and teachers.  This group organized the student orientations except for the freshman orientations, tours, student photos for 968 students in 3 days.  This all started 2 years ago with a survey that lead to ways to improve the atmosphere of our schools.  The next event will be on September 28, the dedication ceremony.  There will be a community resource fair, entertainment, karate groups, student band and an open house at the new school.  It will be a huge celebration of our new high school.  

As a way to narrow down the number of meetings, the partnership group and PTA will begin having their meeting on a monthly rotating basis.  September 11 will be a PTA meeting and on October 16, there will be a partnership meeting.  The format of the partnership meeting will change; the first ½ hour will be dedicated to other groups that choose to attend and give a 5 minute presentation about upcoming events or activities their groups are involved in.  It will be a way to get a lot of information out to more people and get more people involved.  Not everyone has to stay for the whole partnership meeting if they don’t want to.  There is generally 5 faculty members and 3 administrators at the meetings.  The Principals Advisory committee is working on communication and working with guidance on the college planning process.  The Partnership committee put a Dedication Brochure together, booster club placed an ad in the brochure.  The money raised from the brochure will be used to hire an artist to help decorate the new school.  

September 23 Referendum – Spread the word, we need a YES vote for this referendum.  A YES vote does not cost us a penny.  A NO vote will cost us money; we will lose some amenities and will most likely have to give money back to the state.  This referendum will allow us to spend the money we have received for the fuel cell and for the generator and any additional money we may receive on the school.  Voting will take place at South Fire, Moody and Town Hall.

Marquee – A state of the art electronic marquee controlled by computer has been approved to be installed on LaRosa Lane.  However, the building committee has no funds to pay for this marquee.  Mike has recommended that booster club pick up 1/3 of the cost or $10,000.  Booster club will get recognition for this contribution and the feeling is that we will generate more than enough money to recoup the $10k.  The building committee has already given us $20k for the inside concession stand and it is possible that there will be $5-$10k left that could go toward the sign.  Other groups will be approached to make a contribution.  Once all the funds have been secured, the sign will go up.  A motion was made to escrow $10k for the marquee.  It was seconded and approved. 

Meet the Coaches – Fall meet the coaches for the high school and middle school is scheduled for Thursday, September 4 from  7-8:30.  Mike will showing a video of the year in sports.  It is a high quality video and those who have seen it say it is awesome.  This video will be for sale as a way to raise some funds for athletics.  

CIAC Web Site – Make sure that everyone signs up to receive cancellations/changes to MHS sporting events.  As soon as Mike submits the changes to CIAC, the e-mails or text message notifications go out instantly.  

There will be no home athletic events next week.  Everything scheduled for home will be switched to away.  Athletes will be moving into the locker rooms tomorrow.  Mike stated that everything will be worked out and that we have an outstanding coaching staff here and at Wilson.

Next Meeting:  The next meeting will be Wednesday October 1, 2008, 7:00pm   

A motion was made that the meeting be adjourned.  There was a second that was unanimously passed.  
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